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AGENDA 
Day 1 
Papa Westray MPA  
Mousa SAC  and Mousa to Boddam MPA  
Fetlar to Haroldswick MPA 
 
Day 2 
Sullom Voe SAC  
Papa Stour SAC 
 
ACTIONS 

ACTION RAISED ACTION TAKEN 

Orkney Islands Council to send scallop dredge figures to 
MS by 09 May 2015 (Papa Westray) 

 

MS to pass comments RE stakeholder engagement onto 
colleagues working on the new SPA/MPA designations. 
(Papa Westray) 

 

SSMO will speak to local fishermen and let MS know 
more detailed fishery details. (Mousa to Boddam 
SAC/MPA) 

 

MS to send lats and longs of boundaries to fishermen to 
overlay on charts. (Mousa to Boddam SAC/MPA) 

 

MS to send shapefiles of MPA/SAC to Beth Leslie to join 
fishing plotter data. (all Shetland sites) 

 

SNH to reanalyse site features using more contemporary 
data provided by NAFC. 

 

MS could instate a coastal buffer (depending on depth of 
kelp before deciding size of buffer). Would need a  copy 
of the tows, could be a voluntary arrangement. (Fetlar to 
Haroldswick) 

 

SNH to check what the extent of loss of protection would 
be Orka Voe was left open to scallop dredging and 
trawling using the data collected from O&G survey. 
(Sullom Voe) 

 

NAFC to send any additional survey data to MS (Papa 
Stour) 

 

 



 

 

 
PAPA WESTRAY MPA 

1. Site designated for black guillemot and carbonate production area.  
2. SNH advice is to conserve both features. 
3. Very few VMS reports within the site boundary over the last few years.  
4. Local council has some concerns and request time to further consult with members 

of the OIFA who represent the local scallop dredgers.  Feedback will be sent to MS 
from this meeting within 10 days of today ( by 9th May 2015).  

5. Set netting does not take place at the moment and is unlikely to start. Precautionary 
measures to be put in place. 

6. Environmental groups feel the proposal, especially in terms of prohibition of set 
nets, is very good.  

7. The protection offered to the maerl beds will also protect the kelp as the two 
features are located close to each other within the site. .  

8. Concerns locally over the socio-economic impacts of SPA process in terms of 
engagement (future designations).  
 

Site Summary 

 OIC to consult with local dredgers and will feedback to MS by the 09 May 2015. 

 Proposal to move forward unchanged pending feedback from OIC. 
 
MOUSA TO BODDAM MPA AND MOUSA SAC 

1. Sites designated for Sandeels (conserve), reef habitats (maintain) and common seals 
(conserve). 

2. The proposed measures build on the already existing SSMO prohibition of suction 
and hydraulic dredging. In addition to this MS is proposing small mesh fishery 
restrictions.  

3. Discovery of an additional maerl bed in the NW corner of the protected area at 
Mousa by Herriot Watt University.  The management proposal extends beyond the 
SAC boundary to include the extent of this maerl bed.   

4. Scallop dredging, whitefish and squid fishing takes place in Mousa Sound, as well as 
the North and East side of the protected area.  

5. Scallop and squid fishery south of the reef to the South of the Mousa MPA  - outside 
the SAC boundary.  

6. Request for the Southern area of MPA/SAC to remain open. Environmental groups 
would be in agreement with this proposal as long as the closure at the north eastern 
end was in place but ultimately would like to see the boundary of the MPA closed.  

7. Site integrity and impact need to be taken into consideration. 
8. Small mesh fishery in Boddam – No issues with ban. 

 
Site Summary 

 MS to compare notes on fishing tows 

 Provisional line at bottom of MPA 

 Will reconsider options once more data has been collected.  
 

FETLAR TO HAROLDSWICK MPA 
1. Features at this site all conserve. 



 

 

2. Site overlaps with Fetlar SPA for seabirds. 
3. Low confidence in distribution of some of the maerl records. 
4. NAFC have not recorded any horse mussel bed data where indicated on the site 

map.  
5. Data is based on existing historical data and models of where species are likely to be 

distributed.  
6. SSMO protect these habitats as and when required – started on a voluntary basis 

before the MPA was designated.  
7. Trawling takes place in the Southern area of MPA – West of Fetlar to Mainland.  
8. The North to South line North of Fetlar cuts tows in half – makes area completely 

unworkable, need to move line more west and north if possible.  
9. VMS data indicates very little >15m activity in area. 
10. No justification for complete ban given uncertainty of distribution of habitats.  
11. ICES advice indicates 20-40% of broad scale habitats should be protected to further 

conservation objectives. 
12. The scallop fishery appears to be well managed by SSMO. 
13. Limited number of demersal boats, fish mostly 3-4 months in the summer. 
14. New management line proposed running along the outside of the 30m depth 

contour at Sandwick. 
15. Scallop boats do come in close to shore where the kelp beds are.  
16. Historic set net fishery, unlikely to restart but worth noting.  

 
Site Summary 

 SNH will re-analyse habitat data, MS will reconsider potential management once this 
is completed to ensure the most vulnerable habitats are being protected.  
 

SULLOM VOE 
1. Designated for large shallow inlet and bay and reef features.  
2. Conservation objective is to maintain in favourable condition. 
3. Very little mobile gear fishing in the area. 
4. Orka Voe – Scallop fishery in here and along Northern boundary of the site. 
5. Oil and Gas company have recently surveyed the area, pipe recently laid.  
6. It would be beneficial to local scallop boats if the middle of Orka Voe, excluding reefs 

areas, was left open. 
7. Historic Queen scallop fishery. 
8. Historic sprat fishery – pelagic fisheries not impacted by measures. 

 
Site Summary 

 SNH to review habitat data to consider whether it would be viable to leave Orka Voe 
open to local scallop vessels.  

 
PAPA STOUR 

1. Site designated for reefs, conservation objective is to maintain. 
2. MS proposal to prohibit mobile gear throughout whole site. 
3. A lot of scallop activity on the North and East side of the SAC. 
4. Gear conflict between scallop dredgers and creels occurs. 



 

 

5. Mostly stony reef habitat in south east corner, this needs protection. It would be 
difficult to justify leaving it open.  

6. Bathymetry map agrees with features map – mostly hard substrate. 
7. Prohibition of scallop dredging could allow crab fishing unhindered. 
8. Seine netting is not an issue in this area.  
9. MS could introduce a full restriction on mobile gear then dependent on the results 

from a further survey areas could be re-opened.  
10. Generally, fisheries restrictions work well on a voluntary basis.  

 
Site Summary  

 Proposal to move forward unchanged.  
 
 
 
 
 


